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MINISTER FOR ENERGY - BRITAIN AND MIDDLE EAST VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [9.07 am]:  It is with great pleasure that I table the 
report of my recent visit to Britain and the Middle East from 31 August to 12 September.  I led a delegation of 
industry and government officials, which included Jock Ferguson, state secretary of the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers’ Union; John Brazier, state manager of the Australian Steel Institute; Reg Howard-
Smith, director of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy; Stuart Smith, deputy director general of the Department 
of Industry and Resources; and Sylvia Barzotto, my principal policy officer.  On a personal note, I also 
congratulate Reg Howard-Smith on his recent appointment as chief executive officer of the Chamber of Minerals 
and Energy.  The primary objectives of the visit program were to attend the Offshore Europe conference in 
Aberdeen and promote Western Australia as an investment destination for companies with expertise within the 
oil and gas, marine and defence industries; assess infrastructure provisions in other jurisdictions relating to gas 
processing and related support services; and strengthen the state’s trade, economic, political and cultural ties 
with the United Kingdom, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.  The key activities undertaken by the delegation 
included meetings with leading participants in support services for the oil and gas industry, such as Balmoral 
Offshore Engineering, VetcoGray, Subsea UK and NOF Energy while at the Offshore Europe exhibition; 
additional meetings in Aberdeen and London with companies such as Ferguson Seacabs and Laing O’Rourke; in 
Qatar, a visit to Qatar Petroleum for a tour of the port of Ras Laffan, the world’s largest liquefied natural gas 
export port; and in the United Arab Emirates, visits to a range of infrastructure development projects in Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai.   
As a result of my mission, I can advise that more international organisations in the oil and gas services industry 
are now considering establishing a direct presence in Western Australia.  Strategic interests have been advanced 
and linkages improved between Western Australia and key stakeholders in Britain and the Middle East.  These 
linkages should lead to increased investment and trade opportunities for Western Australia.  In addition, all 
representatives on the delegation now have a greater understanding of the key issues impacting on Western 
Australia as a global supplier of, and service centre for, oil and gas.  These issues include local content policies, 
skilled labour shortages, and the growth and capacities of major competitors.  This understanding is now being 
used to shape policies that will underpin the development of industry in Western Australia and help position the 
state as a global centre for resource sector activity in the Asia-Pacific region.  Details of my visit are contained in 
the report, which I now table for the Parliament. 

[See paper 3434.] 
 


